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The Shiniest Apple: Cause and Effect
Name: Date:

Read the story. Then answer the questions. 

Molly really wanted to be able to reach the top of the apple tree in 
her backyard. There was a shiny red apple that she really wanted to 
get down. But no matter how hard she tried, she just couldn’t figure 
out how to get to the apple. The branches were too low to climb to 
the top. The tree was too short to jump and reach the top. 

One day, Molly’s mom got a bunch of boxes in the mail. They were 
very sturdy and Molly’s mom said Molly could use them. Molly knew 
just what to do! She stacked the boxes up one on top of each other. 
But she couldn’t find a way to climb them. Finally, she made stairs 
out of the boxes. She climbed right up! Molly was so happy that she 
could finally get the apple at the top of the tree.

1. What did Molly want to do?

2. What helped Molly to reach her goal?

3. What happened at the end of the story?
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